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PREFACE.

HERE is, perhaps, no man in the United States who is more
talked of to-day than Hon. Ignatius Donnelly, of Minnesota.

For while one man may be more prominent in the political arena

and another more conspicuous in scientific circles, and still an-
other more talked of in the literary world, no one man, perhaps, has
combined so many diverse fames. There are thousands in Europe
who are familiar with his name, as an author, who know nothing
about his career as a statesman and lawmaker; and, on the other
hand, there are many in the United States, with whom his name is

_ a household word as an orator, who know little or nothing of him as

a writer. One man believes in his ‘ Atlantis,” another swears
by his “ Ragnarik,” still another is a convert to the ¢ Great Crypto-
gram;” and there are hundreds of thousands, on both sides of the
Atlantic, who think “ Casar’s Column ” or “ Doctor Huguet ”’ the
greatest book ever written; while there are tens of thousands more,
who have never read any of these books, or scarcely heard of them,

.- wholove him for his quarter of a century’s championship of the rights

of the common people, against all the crushing power of Corpora-

" tions, Rings, Trusts, and the Plutocracy generally. He is indeed
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a many-sided man.

‘When, therefore, the publishing house of F. J. Schulte & Co. re-
quested me to prepare a biography of Governor Donnelly, I hesitated,
for some time, about attempting the task. Not that a long'continued
political intimacy, and kindred scientific and literary tastes, with
many visits to him in his own home, and seeing him tried under- all
sorts of circumstances, had not made me very familiar with his char-
acterand writings; but Governor Donnelly’s career had been soactive,
hehad lived through so many and such important events, and had
taken such an important part in them all, that I felt that it would

require years of time, and a volume of hundreds of pages, to do jus-
tice to his life and aots; and that anything I could attempt, in that.
: s
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6 ) " PREFACE.

direction, would be-but a feeble and imperfect sketch, prepared
in the hurry of other pursult.s and unworthy of both the wriber
and the subject. ’
It is in this view that I submlt the following pages to the readar
—more a8 an editor and compiler, than an author. A great many,
perhaps hundreds, of short biographies of Gov. Donnelly have been
published in newspapers, magazines and encyclopsdias; and these
. Show the public curiosity to know something about the histery and
} character of the man; and I feel confident, therefore, that the many
additional and interesting facts given in these pages will' be
acceptable to general readers, on both sides of the Atlantic.
I beg leave to acknowledge my indebtedness to ‘Hon. John A. -
. Giltinan for valuable assistance in the preparation of this work.
Judge Giltinan made a visit of several weeks’ duration to Gov. Don-
nelly’s home, in 1887, and had free access to all his papers; and he
selected and collated hundreds of the extracts given in Don-
nelliana, and arranged them in very much the order in which they
stand in the following pages. The work could scarcely have been
prepared without his help.

ST. PAUL, MINN., October, 1891.
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DONNELLIANA.
Part Fivst.

A BIOGRAPHY OF HON. IGNATIUS DONNELLY.

N THIS a%e of the world the lives of many great men become
a part of history before ‘the contemporary chapter is closed,
and it often becomes necessary to write the chronicles of the day
before the sun has reached the western horizon. Thus the history

" of the individual is. often inscribed while the sky is still brilliant

with promise and the day p nt with events. -

That the subject of this sketch has attained a zemith at this
date, no one acquainted with his powers can calmly contemplate.
The suxsression of his political activities, during years of vigorous
manhood, because the beating of his heart would not silence, has
schooled him for a loftier flight in the gresent great humanitarian
movement, many of whose watch-fires his inspiration has lighted
upon the western hills. . v

Hence we put forth this biographical sketch as one who, witness-
ing great and immediate changes in the world, descries a clearly
defined ¢ genius " —one whose profound thoughts and masterful
utterances have become guiding forces in the contentious elements
of the times. We write not as one ringing down the curtain upon a -
mighty drama, involving human destinies, but as one who lifts the
curtain upon another act, wherein the drama approaches the climax
of its power.

.JeNATIUS DONNELLY was born in William Penn’s famous old
City of Brotherly Love, Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania,
on the south side of Pine Street, between Ninth and Tenth Streets,
on the third day of November, in the year of our Lord 1831.

His father, Dr. Philip Carroll Donnelly, was an eminent physi-
cian of Philadelphia, a graduate of the Jefferson Medical College of
that city, an institution founded by the celebrated Dr. George
McClellan, a nran of profound mind and great learning, and the uncle,
we believe, of General George B. McClellan, famous in our Civil War.

Doctor Donnelly was a native of the parish of Fintona, in Tyrone
County, Ireland. While yet a boy he emigrated to Philadelphia, in

" the early part of the present century. Here, on June 29, 1826, he

7
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8 : ' BIOGRAPHICAL.

married Miss Catharine Frances Gavin, a native of the District of
Southwark, a part of the present city of- Philadelphia.

John Gavin, the father of Catharine, came to the United States . -
in the latter part of the last century. He was, also, from Fintona,
Tyrone County, Ireland, and a descendant of ome of the Scotch
emigrant families which settled in Ireland at the time of the great
English and Scotch emigration, to the North of Ireland, about 1640.

He died in Philadelphia in 1826. .

Young, in his History of Christian Names, derives Gavin from
the name of * Sir Gawain,” King Arthur’s nephew, the meaning of
which was ¢ Hawk of Battle.” He says: :

‘His name, whether as ‘ Waluron,’ ‘ Gawain’ or ‘Gavin,’ was popular in England
and Scotland in the middle ages, and in tho last-mentioned shape named the high-
el o Pnkld, oo of 2l B e S sl -
:au(;e of Gavmsg;)' ngy ‘means extinct illl;aéootlmd." page; *
In Lower’s Patronymica Britannica, page 126, we read that —

H “Gawan, Gawen and Gavin are different forms of an old Scotch and Welsh per-
sonal name. The Gawans of Norrington, in the parish of Alvidestan, continuned in
that place four hundred and fifty years.”

The reader of Robert Burns’ poetry will remember his devoted
attachment to his friend Gavin Hamilton, to whom he dedicated a
volume of his poems :

¢ 8o, sir, you see 'twas no daft vapor,
But I mutually thouﬁlln it proper,
‘When a' my works I did review,
To dedicate them, sir, to you,
Because (ye need na tak it ill)
I thought them something like yor I

DR. EDWARD MAGINN. S

Mr. Donnelly’s mother’s mother was a first cousin of the.cele-
brated Dr. Edward Maginn, Bishop of Derry, the friend of Daniel ~;
0’Connell, and, in his day, the greatest orator, controversialist and - & -
philanthropist of the North of Ireland.. The New York Natios, oT. :
February 17, 1849, speaking of his death, said : -

‘ He was the earliest and most ardent friend of the union of parties. He was
ntterly opposed to the antiquated folly of petitioning England. He was a believer’ J.t'
in the right of nations to resort to arms for the defense, or assertion, of just claims;
and if banners had appeared, last year, in the summer air, over the fields of Ire-
land. his benediction would have hailed them as they rose. The utter vanishing of
all our brave prospects, beyond a doubt, weighed on his enthusiastic spirit, and
perhaps induced that fever of mind and body which has ended in his death.”

He was a profoundly learned man. A gentleman who heard
him speak describes hiin as possessing — :
“ A mind stored with an immense accumulation of general knowledge. with

an imagery bold, various and peculiar; brilliant, correot, striking. His views were
clear and vivid, and he had always a full and absolute possession of his subject. A
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DR. EDWARD MAGINN. : b

warm heart and & coul head gave him that very raro combination of strong, p1 =
tical common sense united to a brilliant imagination and a vigorous poetic fancy.”

The celebrated Thomas D’Arcy McGee, who wrote a biogra-
phy of Doctor Maginn, speaks of —

# His public spirit, his moral courage, his thorough identity with the coun
his fléroe elgquem;? his unwearied industry.” v il

He adds: . , :
‘‘ His application to details made him, in the d I
ofhispeopl:?y on e him, in some sort, the judge an: eghhtot

Thomas D’Arcy McGee says of him: :
‘' The continued negligence of mbordinma:ginﬂmoo of superiors, and
" insensibility of the government to the wholesale ction of Irish life, at last
Dr. Maginn with that d sbhorrence of Ei misrule which he
caxried with him to his grave. ‘For myself.” he in alettor, ‘as & Christikn -
bishop, living as I do amid scenes that must rend the heart of m&t’me having-the..;
least feeling of hvimanity, though attached to our queen as much from affectioras?
. from the duty of allegiance, I don't hesitate to say to you that there are no'mesns
' o under heaven that I would not cheormu{ resort to to redeem my le from their
gresent misery ; and sooner than allow it to continue, liko the Archbishop of Milan,
would grasp the cross and the green flag of Ireland. and rescuc my country or’
perish with its people.’”

He died prematurely at the age of 53. He was really the great
man of his epoch and country;,and but for his early demise would *
have played a still more important part in the history ef Ireland.
- He was an ardent friend of teruperance, having administered
the pled%;e of total abstinence to séveral thousand persons before he
became bishop. He was a strong ofpponent of slavery, a lover of
" liberty, and a profound admirer of the United States. But his
" hatred of oppression and sympathy with the wretched were the
strongest seutiments of his noble character. In his speech, when
elevated to tho episcopate, he said: :

* ' . “Believing the poor to be the ‘ treasures of God's church,’ I must have proved-
false to my vocation had I stood on the side of the‘powerful against the weak, or
of the oppressor against the oppressed. The rich seldom want advocates —the

often. Mgﬁmp:thies, 1 own, have always been with the poor and lowly. In

this I have & xample in His conduct who refused to go to the ruler's
daughter, and went, with ty, to the centurion’s servant.”

Ih reading his eloquent speeches, full of learning, vigor, imag-
ination and humor, one is constantly reminded of his relative, the’
subject of this sketch.

MR. DONNELLY’S MOTHER.

‘Mr. Donnelly’d? mother died June 13, 1887, at Philadelphia.
. She was a woman of great mental endowments. The Philadelphia
Star, speaking of her death, said: )

. ¢ Mrs. Catharine Donnelly, of 534 Pine Street, widow of the-late Doctor Ph:l;sv
Carroll Donnelly, was a. lady of marked and admirable traits of character,
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‘beloved by all who knew her. 8he possessed cxtraordinary -bhreadth of mind and
excellence of judgment, associated with great kindness and benevolenco of heart,
and all the womanly graces. She was the beloved center of one of the brightest
and happiest homes in the city, and the gap in the lives of those who loved her
can never be filled. The poor will miss her many charities, and all who came in
contact with her, in the daily walks of life, will grieve to think that her cheery and
vivacious manner and kindly presence are gone forever.”

The New York Freeman’s Journal of June 18th, 1887, spoke of
Mrs. Donnelly as— ,
‘“A woman of rare intellectual force and unremitting emergy, joined to solid

piety. She was the mother of a family noted for talent and even genius in its
members.” ’

The Philadelphia Record of June 16th, 1887, speaking of her
death, said: - .

¢ 8he was a lady of rare force of character, combined with other qualities that
win respect and esteem. She was the mother of a notably tllen.ted family.”

The Philadelphia Témes spoke of her as ¢ a woman of extraor-

dinary powers' of mind, great vitality, and beloved by a large
.circle of friends.” ,

She was seventy-seven years old at the time of her death. Mr.

- Donnelly thus speaks of his mother in his journal: ,

. My mother was a great-braimed, noble-hearted woman. Her life was one-
of . sacrifice for her children. When mg:omther died, she was 'still young and -
attractive; dut she took the ornaments from her ears, and, assaming her widow's
weeds, resolutely dovoted herself to the care of her family, repulsing the advances
-of the suitors who sought her hand. For herself she no ambition and no van-
ity; she was the humblest of women ; but her pride in her children was unbounded.
Active and powerful as was her mind, her heart over-weighed it. She could never
have attained distinction, for all her energies went out in behalf of thoee she loved.

‘ Her courage, resolution, B’erseversnco and sagacity were man-like, bnt she
never employed them for herself. Her temper was cheerful; her heart tender, and
the elasticity of her spirit extraordinary. Her energy was without limit.

‘“8he was a true mother. The wings of her spirit spread over her brood con-
tinually, and she had no thought but for their happiness. A purer and cleaner
heart never beat on earth. -I cannot believe that she could be bappy, even in
heaven, if she knew that her children ‘were miserable.” )

THE DONNELLYS.

The Donnellys, according to Doctor Donavan, are an ancient. -
sept, of Ulster. In‘his great work, The Annals of the Four Mast- .
ers (vol. vi. p. 2426), Doctor Donavan traces back the pedigree of the
“¢ clan Donnelly” to ¢ Niall of the Nine Hostages,” monareh of all
Ireland, slain A. D. 406. The eighteenth in descent from Niall was -
¢ Donnghal, a quo O’'Donnelly.” - . ) :

The Donnellys boasted that their ancestors never wore the iron
collar of serfdom since the foundation of the world ; that they and
their ancestors were clansmen ; and in the clan every member was
held to be of as good blood as the chief, and might succeed to the
command.

N
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THE DONNELLYS. 1

According to Doctor Donovan, the Donnellys were originally
settled, more than two thousand years ago, in the district of
. Tir Enda, in the extreme northernmost part of the island; they
were probably descended, in the remote past, from some colony of
Northmen who had landed on that wild coast. . :
Not from any desire to carry the subject of this sketch back into
ancestral shadows, deeply involved in the mythical, but to connect
modern research with that Irish history approached, at least, by
+this investigation, we make the following suggestions: ' :
It was in this North-Ireland region that the ship of the Danites
landed, 480 B. C., bearing the Lais I“.fail, or stone of destiny, borne,
subsequently, to Scotland by King Feargus, and now the coronation
stone of England. With this Danish vessel came the old seer of
Irish tradition (who either justly or unjustly gave origin to the belief
that Jeremiah was buried near the Lake of Tara), and the fair-
haired ¢ Tephi,” or Hebrew daughter. And it is held by some that
- the Saxon-haired, or light-haired, Semite-faced Irish sept sprang ,
from this source, at the village of Tuatha-d’Danaan. :
From that point, on the extreme northern coast of Ireland,
the Donaellys fought-their way inward to the center of Tyrone
County. They were a bold, warlike race. The head of the clan,
according to Keating, was the hereditary marshal of the great
' O'Neill’s forcdg, . Fynes Morryson, in his History of Ireland. states,
in his enumeration of the forces of the chieftains of Ulster who
combined to opgo;e the Earl of Essex, in 1699, ¢ that the Donolaghes -
ad,

(O’Dounellys) in their country, one hundred foot and sixty
horse.” o
Doctor Donovan says :

“ Donnall t(‘i)voome lacll)lonnelll (?onnetn‘y'gh:ho hmtgorof thoug:h%,noom—
panied Tyrone to Kinsale, where he for such desperation that he, a
tm’aqukudnd,aadahhicmm " " aop

This was courage worthy of the fleld of Marathon. If all Irish-
men had fought with similar desperation Ireland would never have.
been conquered. . - .

Francis Bacen little thought that the revelation of his wonder-
ful cipher was to come from a descendant of one of the Irish rebels,
who were giving at that time so much trouble to the Earl of Essex
and Queen Elizabeth. Phettiplacewrote the English council, speak-
ing of the great John O’Neill, that * his strength and safety con-
sists, not in the noblest of his men, nor in his kinsmen, nor his
brothers, but in his foster-brothers, the 0’Donnellys, who are three .
hundred gentlemen.” . .

According to Doctor Donovan Queen Elizabeth at one time pro-
posed to make John O’Donnelly an earl, but he refused the splendid
offer, and stood by his country.




N

' efﬂffyﬁ~:~ﬂ'~*maﬁprrﬁ.n o A _ﬂ"‘

-~ f
v L

¥

12 BIOGRAPHICAL.

Doctor Donovan concludes his lengthy account of the Donnellys
with these words:
« All of the men of this family that 1 ever saw are remarkable for their manl

form and symmetry of person; and even the peasants, who "bear the name, exhibit
generally mnnrt?md?iynﬁion of countenance w! indicate high deu;qnt"

-

THE CARROLLS.

Dr. Philip Carroll Donnelly’s mother was a Carroll, from whose
family be took his middle name; and, with pardonable pride, he en-
tered in the family Bible, many years ago, a statement of the fact
that she was a lineal descendant of the last of the ancient kings of
(l;:rgall, or Orgiall, whose royal seat was at Clogher, in Tyrone

ounty. :

The kingdom of Orgiall comprised the counties of Armagh,
Monaghan, Louth, and part of Tyrone; and the dynasty lasted from
the year 332 to near the end of the twelfth century, more than eight
hundred years. The remains of their royal palace still exist, sur- '
rounded by extensive earthworks, mounds and ditches. - The
race of the O’Carrolls was held in such high esteem that it wasstip-
ulated, with the King of all Ireland, that if any of the sept were
given as hostages, they should, if shackled, wear fetters of gold;
and hence the name of their kingdom, signifying * shackles of gold.”

Of course, in these days, and this free country, such memories
are very little thought of; and yet those who believe in the hered-
itary transmitability of qualities of the mind and heart find a cer-
tain interest in them.

This, I think, is the same family of Carrolls from which the cele-
brated Carrolls of Maryland are descended. The reader will
remember the often quoted remark of Charles Carroll, of the Con-
tinental Congress, in 1776. When be signed the Declaration of
Independence some one said—for it was a perilous deed to do,
and might lead to confiscation and the scaffold: ¢ Well, Carroll, you
will escape, for there are so many of the name of Carroll that, if we
are beaten, the government can never tell which Carroll it was who

" wrote his name there.” Whereupon the bold patriot took the pen
again and wrote after his name the words, ¢ Of Carrollton;” and
there it stands to this day, a memorial of the time when men staked
¢ their lives, their fortunes and their sacred honors” for liberty.

In Ireland, as has often been remarked, the native aristocracy,
who, by “ natural selection,” had, during centuries, fought their
way to the top, were trampled down into the ranks by conquest and
confiscation ; and hence it is that so much talent constantly crops
up from the Irish peasantry. An Irish king was as much in his day
as a Saxon king, and possessed just as much power, splendor
and culture; and there is no reason, therefore, why the strong traits
which made his race leaders of men should not reappear in his
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descendants for many generations.®* The ;vorld, moreover, is nat-
urally curious, when any man attracts public attention, to inquire

whence he got his characteristics, believing that “like must pro- °

duce like.”
DOCTOR DONNELLY.

Dooctor Donnelly, the father of Ignatius, held several important
positions. He was one of the Board of School Commissioners, and :
a great friend of the public school system. He was also one of the :
commissioners of the township of Moyamensing, in Philadelphia, ;

duaring 1837, 1838, 1839 and 1840.
ge was’ one’of the founders of the Philadelphia College of:

Medicine, having been one of the oxl-iginal incorporators named in

the act of the Legislature of Pennsy

At the time of his death, he was the physician in charge of the :
Moyamensing Alms-house. Moyamensing, now part of the city of

Philadelphia, was then a separate municipality. Doctor Donnelly
owed his death to his benevolence of character. A poor fellow, an
immigrant, was brought to the Alms-house, suffering from typhus
fever, or “ ship fever,” as it was called. His case was so- hopeless,
and the disease so far advanced, that the assistant physicians and
nurses refused to wait upon him, knowing the dangerous and con-

‘tagious nature of the disease. Dootor Dounell% devoted himself to

(tllim r man, and in doing so contracted the from which he
He was respected by all who knew him, and was long remem-

bered by wr of Philadelphia for his many charities. He was a

profound e

had accumulated a library of several thousand volumes. Itis a

curious fact that he was a constant reader of the works of Francis

Bacon, and this may be cited as another illustration of the theory .
transmitted from

that even mental tastes, as well as talents, are
father to son. ,

* IeNATIUS DONNELLY’S EDUCATION.
The subject of this sketoch owes all his education to the public

" school system. He was sent, when about ten years old, to the public -

. grammar school af the corner of Eighth and Fitzwater Streets, Phil-

adelphia, where he remained until his thirteenth year, when he
entered the Central High School of Philadelphia, a very fine institu-
tion, possessing a collegiate course. .

*And it must not be forgotten that Ireland once possessed a degree of culture
m than any of the other nations around her. The of d (notabl
the Great) resorted ; and lris{,
on.

to * thie green isle ” to obtain theit education; ,
%eh&l:?d‘mvi;led to all parts of El:,mpe liaser g leu'irﬁiggd anddoiv:li:aﬁ 3
'o France, Germany, and even in u ancient colleges
and m&ﬂu that were eouybmh'od by m“mo?mu.

H
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The principal of the school was, at that time, Professor John S.
Hart, the author of numerous books, editor of Sartain’s M

" the leading literary monthly pubhcatlon of that day, and a ntle-

man of great amiability, as well as learning; afterwards president of
Princeton College.

Mr. Donnel]y graduated from the Philadelphia High School in
1849, and soon after entered upon the study of law in the office of
Bemamm Harris Brewster, subsequently Attorney-General of the -
Ubnited States. He remained in Mr. Brewster’s office until his ad-
mission to the bar, and was a careful and laborious student. He
worked so hard, the first year, in mastering the mysteries of the pro- .
fession, that his health was temporarily affected, and his mother sent
him, in 1851, to Muncy, Lycomin dg County, Pennsylvama, where he
spent some months, hunting and fishing, in the wild, mountainous
region of Sullivan County, then infested with panthers and bears,
and full of deer and other game. Here he shot his first deer. These
excursions restored him to health. .

In his nineteenth year he published a volume of poems called
The Mourner's Vision. He has since been diligently engaged
trying to suppress all the copies he could find. At this time he gave
more promise of turning out a poet than anything else.

ADMITTED TO THE BAR.

In the year 1853 he was admitted to the bar, and at once en-
tered upon the practice of his profession. He speedily. built up a -
considerable business. In 1855 he delivered the annual address on
the 4th of July, from the steps of the old Court-house, from the-

* very spot where the Declaration of Independence was first promul-

gated in 1776. The Pennsylvanian, Col. John W. Fomey’:gaper,
then the leading journal of the city, complimented this address
strongly. It said:

*“The oration delivered by Mr. Donnelly is an effort deserving of the h.ichut :

‘encominm. The style in which it is written is clear, cogent and graceful, combin-:

uence of thought with purity of diction.”

NOMINATED FOR THE LEGISLATURE.

In the fall of the same year (1855), Mr. Donnelly was nominated,
without any solicitation on his part, y the Democrats of the legis
lative district in which he resided (his home was then on the south
side of Spruce Street, above Sixth), for the House of Regeresentatives,
but he declined the nomination, partly because he began to have
doubts about the soundness of the position of the Democratic party

.on the slavery question, but principally becanse he was very busy

paying his addresses to a young lady, Miss Katharine McCaﬂ’rey,
a native of Philadelphia, whom he soon a.tterward married
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His ﬁmex.

Miss McCaffrey was the principal of the boys’ secondary school
at Eighth and Fitzwater Streets, Philadelphia, and was generally
e, ed, at that time, as the finest amateur singer of that old and
cultured city. The marriage took place on the 10th of September,
1855. Mr. Donnelly’s groomsman was Samuel 8. Fisher, afterward
of Cincinnati, Ohio, and one of the leading patent lawyers of the
United States. He was Commissioner of Patents under President
Grant. That 10th of September was * ared letter day ” in the lives
of both Mr. and Mrs. Donnelly, for their married life has been an
exceptionally happy one. A lady correspondent ofsthe Chicago
Times, who visited Mr. and Mrs. Donnelly at their home, in 1886,

¢ Nothing could be htgpier than the domestic life of Mr. and Mrs. Donnelly.
) the occasion of my last visit to them Mr. Donnelly, in speaking of his early
, said: ‘ When I was and twenty 1 married the woman in the world.’

¢ ¢Yes, said Mrs. Donnelly, with tho'reuiy wit which is one of her many

chnmil;wci)both ﬂf‘“ m;t ks lligent, patheticall tical, and adm

“ onnelly is the intelligent, sym ot - el . and admirin

er of all her huylbmd’s efforts, and although the elde{t of their three childmg
now twenty-eight years of age, they are still affectionate companions, happy in

their busy retirement, and in their sincere attachment; wholly free from sentimen-

tality, they demonstratg, to those who hold high ideals of what the domestic relation

may be, the practicality of their conceptions.

The celebrated Mrs. Jane G. Swisshelm, in 1861, thus spoke of
Governor and Mrs. Donnelly :
¢ Lieutenant-Governor Donnelly and lady dined and spent the evening with

* us. _Our readers all know our opinion of Mr. Donnelly, Governor Ramsey’'s right-

hand man in bringing our State up from the slough of decpond in which they found
it floundering; but Donnelly is by far the most entertaining eom%miog. She
ear her can

‘is the finest singer I have ever heard off the s ; and those who

form a idea of Jenny Lind. Then she for us ‘ Lochiel's Warning,’ as
one t expect Charlotte Cushman to have read it.”

HE TAKES A TrRrp WEST.

In the winter of 1855-8 there was a great deal of talk, in the
East, about the new and rapidly growing West, and an immense
movement of population westward followed. In the spring of 1856,
][A ril 14th], Mr. Donnelly, accompanied by his wife, and a young

y and gentleman, cousins of his wife, who had relatives living in
Towa, started west to look at the new world. Mr. Donnelly kept
a very curious and interesting journal, from which I extract the
following deseription of Chicago:

CHICAGO IN 1856.
‘““We find Chicago situated on a flat, so low that they are busily engaged

* raising the houses above the level of the inud and water. e buildings, eveneon

. the principal streets, are of wood. Everything has a temporary look; it gives one

. . .
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the i1dea of a great caravansary. There scems to be a large amount of business,
hut very little comfort. That will como with time.
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‘‘Here we are in the heart of the Great West. All is hurry and confusion ;
rapid growth is everywhere ; millionaires are as thick as whortleberries; life lmi
animation are visible on all sides.

‘“Our old friend F. L. married a gentleman who is rart owner of the
;g’onng America,’ a handsome hotel here. 8o, with letters of introduction, we go

ere.

‘‘The house, despite its grandeur, seems to have fallen into disfavor. We
are lodged sumptuously, sleeping in a bed that would do honor to royalty, and
waited on by liveried servants; but the fare, although heralded on a gorgoul card,
with the names of many French dishes, consists, when reduced to the test of
reality, of beef-steak and lake-snipe. These latter are very abundant at this season,
and sell, we are told, for one dol bushel. . . )

*We ride around the town. e city looks as if a gigantic board-yard had
been worked up over night into & multitude of amall, half-finished houses, and
these had been dropped at random over the face of a dead flat ie. The streets
are muddy beyond conception. The sidewalks are of boards, muii&ecuee i
above the streets, and often dilapidated to an extent dangerous to and lim)|
Yet it is a city of mighty possibilities—the great city of the future.”

The travelers reached the Mississippi River April 23, 1856.
- THE FATHER OF WATERS.

. ‘‘Here we beheld, for the first time, the mighty river—the Father of Waters.
We survey it with feelings almost of awe, sweeping on from its intercontinental
birth-springs to its grave in the tropical sea.”

They crossed the river at Davenport, on the first railroad pas-

senger train ever drawn across the Mississippi River.
The road terminated at Iowa City, then.the end of the railroad
system of the West. The journal says: ’

‘“ The railroad to Iowa City is in a horrible condition. It was built under con- -
tract du: the fall and winter, and as the frost went out of the und the road
sank into the soft mud. After leaving Davenport, a beautiful and growing city, on
the west bank of the river, we were a whole day reaching Iowa City, when we
should have accomplished the distance in a few hours. Twice we had to leave the
train and walk, with baggage in band, past portions of the mud-drowned road, and
then take & new train to another mud-hole. The country is wild prairie; two or
three deer are seen in the distance. Most of the passengers are l’iiomg to Kansas;
and nearly every man (and they are al/ men) has his Sharpe’s rifle, or some other
similar implement of civilization. There is a good deal of conversation in the car
about the troubles and bloodshed in that territory.”

He describes the accommodations at an Towa City hotel :

THE BEEF-STEAK AND THE PICKANINNY.

‘¢ By taking a carriage we got to the ‘ American House’ in advanoe of the reg-
ular ‘bus,’ and with great difficulty obtained one room forall four of us. The room
was about six feet by ten. My wife and Miss slept in the single bed ; John~ -
and 1 on a quilt on the floor, with our feet under the bed. We had to put them
there or out of doors. The rush of travel is enormous. The landlord and his clerk
acted as chambermaids. 1looked into one room, about twenty by twenty ; there
were eight beds, occupying the entire room ; each bed holding three ns, twenty-
four in all. The struggle for room and_air was so great that we ol in some
instances, the middle man with hishead at an angle of fon{;ﬁve degrees against the
head-board, and his arms stretched out, like a crucifixion, above the heade of his &l-

lows. How human beings could live in such an atmosphere was a rt
and discomfort were everywhere. We should probably have endured it all but for
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a pleasing incident which occurred at breakfast the next morning. The iadies of
our party were seated where they had a full view of the kitchen. The cook —a
large, black womaun — had placed several pans of fried meat. ready cooked, for carv-
ing, upon the brick pavement near the fire. Her child, alittle, cighteen-months-old,
bow-leﬁd, half-clad pickaninny, was toddling around, when it accidentally fell
backward, in a sitting position, into one of the of meat. The mother rushed
over, picked it up, gave it o slap and a wil}e. an tﬁme& to carve up the con-
tents of the pan for the waiting guests. That settled us.” .

They removed to * The Park House.”
Mr. Donnelly left the ladies at Iowa City, and he and ‘ John”
proceeded west by stage. '

Jowa 1N 1856.

““Qur route lay through Iowa und Poweshiek Counties, and part of Jasper;
the country is almost altogether treeless prairie. The roads are utterly abominable
—rough and muddy to the last degree. Occasionally they are crossed by sloughs, low,
wet swales, where the hidden bog is covered by a carpet of Tss through which
the wheels of the lumberinq stage are apt to break. At this season they are
ospecially bad. The traveler is regaled with humorous stories illustrating their
character. Ome, for instance, of a man who, on arriving at the brink of the slough,
found a stranger whistling, as if calling for something.

*¢ ¢Is this slough safe !’ asked the new-comer.

*“¢0h, yes,’ was the response.

¢ ¢ What are you whistling for?’

N ot aiy oxen and wagon are down in there somewhere, and 1 am trying to coax
them out.’

**The accommodations are wretched. In a trip of one hundred and thirty
miles, we saw Qutter but once, and then the specimen was floating at the bottom

of a saucer. Tho hotels are log-houses; the fried ham and bad bread
(f(;rtyb(l)r fifty cents per wmeal); the drivers rough and impudent; the stages in-
tolerable.

loa:lne male pu.aengou, in the morning, usually fire off their revolvers and
re-load.

. “This country will not do for me. It is a great and rising country, certain to
become rich, prosperous and popular, but it is desolate and bleak, and the comforts
of life are all wanting. The next generation will tind it a paradise compared to
what it is now. Trees are so scarce that even a bush is a relief to the eyes: the
scenery is so monotonous that the siﬂn of a boulder, on tho prairie, furnishes the
stage-passengers with conversation for an hour. The winds roar and sweep over
the land as they do over the ocean. I saw I houses that had becen removed
bodily from their foundations and carried several feet.”

After visiting ‘ John’s”’ father at Albion or Lafayette, in
Marshall County, Mr. Donnelly left ¢ John ”’ to stay a few days with
his parents, and returned alone to Iowa City.

Two IowA FAMILIES CONTRASTED.

‘“ | took dinner at Indiantown on my way from Newton eastward. We staid
all night at a place called ‘Clem’s.” Mr. Clem was, I think, from Indiana. His
house was of 1 but large and roomy and well built. 1t reslized all my ideas of
a comfortable Western home. It had a huge old fire-place, ornamented with
‘andirons.’ The walls were hung with all manner of things: powder-horns. rifles,
whips, children’s dresses, etc. ’

*‘It-was a cold, windy night. I went to sleep in a bed facing the glorious fire;
the room roseate with its flickering light.
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+Intelligence sets its stamp evegvhere. ‘There is no substitute for brains.

“From the old *‘grand'tier,’ who warmed his shriveled palms before the fire, down
to the hearty-looking boy who waited on the horses, the whole family bore the
marks of industry and intelligence. :

. ‘I have mremnjoyed & night's rest more than I did in that cleanly bed, facing
that pleasant fire, ps'mg off to sleep listening to the crackle of the logs and the
howl of the wind outside. .

“The pext mght was & violent contrast to all this. It was at a place twenty-

Iowa City. A rickety, rough-built cabin; a dirty, cheerless

Toom;. & huge, empty stove, around which we gathered, vainly hoping to -extract
.some. comfort from  its cold sides; and a set of villainous-looking louts of sugle‘i

- .drivers, lying around upon equally villainous-looking beds. A vin -faced o)
' soted aa landlady; ah ove ot

woman &l’ an overgrown slouch of a yo! one acted as cook;
while a dibrg-faoed boy filled the position of chambermaid. My bed-room was a
loft; my & straw mattress on the floor; my overcoat served for a pillow, while

' .the rain, trickling at.‘l;roxifh the miserable roof, lulled me into uneasy slumber. The

“fare was equall olasses supplied the place of butter; doughy cakes were a

-eubstitute for bread; while ham, here as elsewhere, was the unvarying substitute
for all the meats. . And all this was flavored with the most uncompromising im-
‘pudence. - One or two of the,company ventured to complain, but always at the risk
of being drubbed by the landlord, who took any objection to his fare as a personal
insult to himself.” )

Mr. Donnelly and the ladies left Iowa City May 2d, 1856, and
that evening took the steamboat * York State ’’ for St. Paul. Some
twelve hours were consumed in getting through the Rock Island
‘bridge, the force of the current being terrific. The boat was four

_ -days going to St. Paul. There were no railroads then north or west

'

" of Galena, Illinois. I quote again from that interesting journal:
' THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI,

“The whole trip was delightful. . . . The meals on the boat are not to be
. at any hotel. Wan had a beautiful cabin, fine bed ‘and polite attendance
everything, in short, that the most fastidious could desire. * DRducting the value of
ghe me?ls, this floating piece of civilization carried us four hundred miles for two
¢ Without, the scenery is magnificent—it is oqne unending and erver-varyi.ng. :

i - panorams of beaut;

“When we first came on deck we were twenty-five miles above Dubn&ne. i
The river is full of islands, now overflowed by the spring freshets. Through their -
foliage we could catch glimpses of the glancing waters. . : .
¢ Anon, through many a " .
'l'he% ng rlve¥, Mz n«fgem . .
¢The whole scene is beautiful, indeed. The black waters, vthg&roen islets,
the guarding hills, the sunlight and the fresh wind, made it all seem like fairyland.
“The river shores appear to rise as we go northward. On the Iowa side‘the
hills are rolling and broken. The channel lies toward the eastern side. A narrow
stl;i{r; of arable land stretches along the river's edge. backed by high rocks, with
their rough fronts marked by variously colored strate, greened by mosses, and worn
‘by wind and weather and the uncounted centuries into towers and rounded pillars,
-and all the shapes of antique castles, which remind one of Pracd's lines: N

¢ Where foams and flows the glorious Rhine,
Many & Tuin wan and grey.
O’erlooks the cornfleld and the vine,

’,/ ) Majestic in its dark decsy.’

. As we advanced we caught tilunpses of the rapidly fleeting barbarism which
- for so many centuries has held these .beautiful lands in thnli We a?w_qp;om
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Indian, dressed in s curiously compounded costume,— and stove-pi
moocasins and cloth oou,—hgnyixp:lo in a bark mm one little mm
another, as the great steamer moved slowly forward. i

* Although we had left Iowa bleak and bare, in her gray winter with not
a tree in leaf, we were 8 ised to find the trees on these ds, hun of miles
further north, covered with bright foliage. This was probably due to the moisture
of the river-bed.

+ We have sailed into a new world. We have left the flats, the morasses—
the old coal-fields—of Illinois, Indiana and Igwa, far below us. Here are health,

beauty, A :
t?"'l"ll:‘:“fa.l:;xye river; the n islands; a white steamer (‘ The Lady Franklin'),
along the narrow pmel in front of us; while far nlong.t:;e western bluffs
lie thginee shadows cast by the departing sun, his yellow light bathing the eastern
banks ory.

L a beautiful land has the red man lost and the white man won!” /

After describing in detail Winona, Prescott, Hudsop, Stillwater
(for the boat went up the St. Croix), and Hastings, as they ap-
peared in 1856, Mr. Donnelly’s journal procéeds to narrate that he
and his wife and her cousin reached St. Paul May 7, 1856. He thus
describes that city: i

St. PAUL 1IN 1856.

¢ When I awoke the next morning, at about five o'clock, I hurried out, for the
steamer was not in motion, and there, before us and above us, lay the bluffs and
storehouses of St. Panl. e levee was crowded; steamboats were on all&ides of
us. Early as it was, men were at work on the levee, with-drays and wagons, among
the piles of freight. : . N
« \“We had reached the city of promise; the cynosure of all eyes; the new
8t. Louis; the youthful Chicago; the capital of the new-born territory of Minnesota;
the ultimate practicable point of navigation on the river.
I hurried ashore. ~Everything was rough and new. I climbed the precipit-
ous bluffs, overlooking the landing, and reached the level of the town-site. . . . I
hurried to the post-oftice, ex letters from home. It was not yet open, to m
great disappointment. The post-office was a little brick building which looked as
. it had been built asa sample when bricks were scarce. 1t was not yet six o’'clock.
and the office would not open until half seven; 8o I returned to the boat, vak-
ened my companions, and we left the ‘York State’: notewithout some resret, for
we had had a very pleasant, comfortable time upon her. To be sure, the four days’
trip had heen somewhat tedious. The first day I exhausted all the ne rs on
the boat, even to the advertisements, and then took to a diligent of the
Homible, the only book on the steamer, which I read with the utmost assiduity.
In fact, I was so devoted to it that the ladies on the steamer concluded I was'a

eleargcy.'n}m, and they appointed » committee to request my wife to ask me to preack

“T had heard on the boat that the ‘ Winslow House’ was the best hotel in
town : so, taking a conveyance, we proceeded there. It was a fair house, but the
rooms were small and the place too crowded for comfort. After staying there a
day we concluded to remove to the ¢ American House,’ kept by E. H. Long. It was
nearly opposite the Winslow, and was a large. frame, rambhlng establishment, built,
evidently, ;n s oi_; andﬁsusections, tlat di :r;nwte tim;s. 'l’gxl:‘:ka.ndlad ,y Mrs. 3
was a A Tdmp re. a pleasan ; sharp, , restless, energetic

, and a{oioe that rose to ‘ X sharp,’ especi..llls when ad ‘the servaats.
e was of Pennsylvania-Dutch extraction. and had all their thrift, and ten-fold more

than their usua} energy. She was a.good woman. a thorough help-mate to her -

husband, and a tremendous worker. Her education was not cqual to her intelli-
gence. She told me, with wide-open eyes, one morning, that there had been * mid-
‘night buglers’ in the house thé¢ night before. On another occasion she i
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me that the schools of St. Paul were not very good, and that Mr. Long intended to
take their daugll;ter—a handsome yountgtl girl —to Pennsylvania, mn(fpnt herina
‘ cemetery.’ ut these little slips of the tongue were s small thing, compeared
with her many sterling virtues.

o Every’ﬁ:ing in the town is, a8 might be expected, crude and new. The
houses and stores arc generally small and of frame. Thepe are very few on the
upper half of the main street, between the American House and the steamboat
levee. There is, however, a great appearance of growth and prosperity. It is the
heart of all this region.

£
A CHARACTER DESCRIBED. °

. He is 2 nondescript. His father was an Alsatian, an old
. ... He i8 a small man, with a wmarked .
: countenance and a droop of his nose that looks like a reminiscence of Hebrew,
;- blood. He is vcrgllitomte. He has no breadth of mind, but great nerve -an
shrewdness. is knowledge of men, his cnnnmf and his self-control are remarka-
ble. When most excited, he holds his head a little higher and talks a tritic through
his nose; these are the only indications he gives of uny internal commotion. A
close and sclfish man he is,"nevertheless lavish in decorating his wife and chil-
dren, in whom he takes the greatest pride. This is alnost the only redeeming
trait of his character. He is one of a class of men here who infest the hotels,
examine the registers, get acquainted with all strangers, and, under the guise of
courtesy, show them property which they have for sale, and fill their heads with -
stories of enormous fortunes, made in a few weeks or months, by the rise in real
estate. Their art is, of course, to hide the art— to sell without appearing to want
to sell. For this end they have accomplices and stool-pigeons —snuffy-nosed
adventyrers and fast young dandies —and they work their games with great skill
-and shrewdness.”

. FIvE PER CENT. PER MONTH FOR MONEY. , .

‘“Everything here is inflated and ex: rated. The le are discountin,
the future. 1t will require years to give boafygeand mbstt}nom their epeculntionsg.
Everything is wild. : )

. *‘To-day Mr. was telling me that business was dene here so differently
from the East; and to illustrate this, he took from his safe a promissory note for
about two thousand dollars, drawn by o Mr. Randall, living here, familiarly known
as ‘Pap Randall,’ supposed to be a millionaire; the note bearing interest until due,
at Jhree per cent. per month, with five per cent. per month, after maturity, until
paid! It was overdue several months. 1 exgl:ased the opinion that the maker of
such a noie must be crazy or & bankrupt. ‘Not at all.’ said Mr. —. ‘Come with
me, and I will prove to you that it is the usual custom, and that the note is full
worth all that it calls for.’”” 8o saying, he took mne to the banking-heuse of Borup &
Oakes, and, laying the note on_the counter, they purchased it as readily as they
would a State bond, and counted him out the face of the note, with three per cent.
and five per cent. added, as calmly as if it were indeed an every-day transaction.

BoruP & OAKES.

‘‘This firm of Borup & Oakes are the leading bankers of St. Paul. Mr.
Borup is & Dane; Mr. Oakes is & mild-spoken New Yorker. Both went years ego,
as Koung men to the shores of Lake Superior, to engage in the fur trade with the
Indians. Here they made money and married two sisters, daughters of a French
officer by one of the native women. These young ladies had been educated in a
Canadian convent, and are en of, by all who know them, a8 highlg intelligent,
sb;e ?ig exelellent women. ey are at the head of society here, and entertain in
splendid style.

Pen Mr.%omp is a man of marked character; short. thick-set, prompt. active,
keen : a great lover of music and well-read —a Napoleonic style of man. He is
said to be merciless in business and gencrous outside of it. :

“1 met Mr.
soldier of Napoleon, living at
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. by a terrible banging at t

" - slept off their potations on the
" - virtue is its own reward, and t|

VIRTUE 1S ITS OWN REWARD. 2

* I like the people of 8t. Paul — what I see of them. They are all adventurers,
but of the best type. Thero seem to be & great numbeér of {ntellectual men con-

centrated here.

 Mr. took me through the town and showed me various pieces of prop-
erty. Mem.—A real estate dealer should always own a fast horse. In that way
outlying property seems nearer the improvements.” N

Mr. Donnelly’s journal details his visits to Lake Como, St.
Anthony’s Falls, Minneapolis, etc. He describes the way in which
he and two or three other gentlemen, who were with him, got a
room in a crowded hotel in Hastings. .

VIRTUE 18 1T8 OWN REWARD.

‘“* After takinﬁ dinner at Mr. John Bassett's, we drove to Hastings, and put up
at a frame hotel belonging to the Bailleys, French half-breeds, the principal owners
of the town. Fare and accommodations are all poor; the house rough, and the
guests of all degrees, from the rudest specimen of a Western outlaw to the Eastern
capitalist looking for an investment. The crowd is very great, and we should
grobobly have been obliged to sit up all night on chairs in the bar-room, but for the -
ortunate fact that we happened to get on very friendly terms with a Mr. Boyle, the
agent or clerk of the Bailloys, having charge of the house. He is an lrishman;
quite handsome and genial, and » good singer. We adjourned to a saloon near by,.
and had something to eat and drink, and he treated us to some music. Heis

a tine specimen of the dark-haired Lrish, with all their food g ties. .

““Wo so won upon his good will that about 8 o'clock he came to us and told
us, in & whisper, that there was not a bed in the house not already e: but
that one of the rooms had been given to a party of three or four rou lows, who
were drinking hard, and would probably make a night of it; and that we had better
secure the room and lock the door. .

““We acted prompﬂ{ on this suggestion. About midnight we were aroused

e door. It was our gay fellows returning from their spree.
© referred them, through the unopened door, to Mr. Boyle, anid he, when called
upon, told them that that was not their room; and, in fact, he cxpressed grave
_doubts :!s ‘ul) \;het.her they gver bad hadba.xtxyi t‘room myi:g;(!hd'rhm En;% followed by
a great deal of banging and swearing, bu finally su , an e roysterers
hard floor of the bar-room. There we saw them
stretched out the next morning Thus were illustrated the great truths, that
at the way of the transgressor is hard. And with

theso reflections I quieted my conscience.” .

HE LAYS OUT THE TOWN OF NININGER.

I would be glad to quote more extensively from this very inter-
esting journal, did space permit me to do so, for it is full of descrip-
tions of men and things and the new country, but it will be sufficient
for me to state that Mr. Donnelly united with Mr. John Nininger in

- the purchase of about 640 acres of land, where the present vill

of Nininger stands (or rather where it did stand, as it is now only
known to transitional Western history), and laid out a town there of
that name. He returned to Philadelphia, and came back in July,
1856, accompanied by his brother-in-law, Mr. Louis Faivre, of Louis-
ville, Stark County, Ohio, and made arrangements to build the
house where he now resides. .
v The plan of the rown was his own, and -it was unique.
It proposed to set aside one-half the lots, to be held by the
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proprietors, Nininger and himself; the remainder were to be sold at
the cost price, about six dollars per lot, to those who would con-
tract to make a certain amount of improvements upon them. The
plan worked admirably. The price of the lots rose at once to one,
two and three hundred dollars each, and men eagerly took the six-
dollar lots and erected stores, mills, dwelling-houses, etc. Some
two hundred houses were erected in a year, and there were con-
tracts out for hundreds of thousands of dollars’ worth of improve-
ments. The town would have been one of the most successful in
the Territory, but unfortunately, about one year after it was started,
in August, 1857, the great and memorable crisis came which swept
over the whole country. The town collapsed. The houses were .
hauled off onto the neighboring farms, or to the town of Hastings,
three miles distant, and Mr. Donnelly, who had built a much finer
house than he needed, and had held on to the greater portion of his
lots, in perfect faith in the future of the place, found himself prac-
tically a bankrupt, in the midst of the hardest-times that had ever
fallen upon the West.

But while the good times lasted Mr. Donnelly pushed the town
with unexampled energy. )

THE EMIGRANT AID JOURNAL.

He established a large newspaper, with an illuminated head,
called The Emigrant Aid Journal. The first number was printed
December 1st, 1855, in Philadelphia. Mr. Donnelly edited it. Its
object was to aid the town, and furnish information to emigrants to -
the new Territory. It was a very able journal. It died in the.fall
~of 1857, in the midst of the financial panic.

HE ESTABLISHES ANOTHER PAPER. . .

Nothing disheartened, he established, in April, 1859, another -
paper, called The Dakota County Semtinel, which was strongly
Republican. This paper acquired a large circulation in the county,
and continued to exist until the civil war broke out, when the pub-
lisher, Henry W. Lindergreen (now publishing a paper in Geneva,
Ohio), entered the army as a volunteer, and pretty much all his
subordinates in the office followed his example. - o

MR. DONNELLY’S SCRAP-BOOKS.

And here I would notice Mr. Donnelly’s voluminous and method-
ically arranged scrap-books, of which there are very many volumes.
They contain not only details of his own history, copies-of his
speeches and public letters, .newspaper clippings, but he has even
preserved what others would have esteemed the most unimportant
trifles, but which time has rendered very curious and interesting.
For instance, I have one before me of 1857 and 1858. Hereisa copy
of the old St. Paul Financial Real Estate and Railroad Advertiser

\
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(J. A. Wheelock & Co., publishers), dated April 3d, 1858. Here
we have a bill-of-fare of the Fuller House, for dinner, June 14th,
1857, surrounded by wood-cuts, and showing just what the pioneers
of that day lived on. It commences with ‘* green turtle soup ”’ and
ends with eight different kinds of pte, two kinds of pudding and two
sorts of ice-cream! Here we have hand-billssetting forth the attrac-
tions of the new Territory. Here is the original programme of a
Christmas (farty at Concert Hall, Prescott, Wisconsin, December 25th,
1857. An
1857. And here is an old, yellow Mississippi steamboat ticket,
with the distances from town to town on the river, printed on the
back. And here is a grand, eloquent placard of the * Red River
Land Improvement Company; ”” and here a still larger hand-bill,
grlnted by “ The Calhoun Steam Printing Co., 66 State Street, Hart-
ord, Connecticut,” booming. ¢ Bois des Sioux City,” a paper town
on the Red River, never heard of after the collapse of 1857. Here
we have an election ballot of 1837. And so it goes. These things
are already very valuable on account of their rarity, and, if not
destroyed, will be still more valuable in the future. )

And in this connection I would also notice Mr. Donnelly’s
library of pamphlets, of all kinds and periods, neatly bound; a
collection that will some day have great interest for the antiquarian
and historian.

A WINTER TRIP.

But I am anticipating the course of events. After a few weeks
sgent at Nininger and St. Paul, Mr. Donnelly returned to Philadel-
phia. He had only one doubt upon his mind as to removing his
family to the Territory of Minnesota, (for it was not yet a State), and
making it his permanent home, and that was the question whether
or not the winter climate was too severe. The Eastern papers, at
this time, were full of horrible narrations about the arctic cold of
the region. I find in one of the old scrap-books a story of a mother
who went out sleighing, with her babe in her arms, to attend church,
and when she got to her destination she found the child frozen stiff
at her breast. These stories were set afloat to divert emigration
to regions farther south. But Mr. Donnelly resolved to make a
winter trip to the Territory, to test the question for himself. And
80, arrayed in fur coat and buckskin leggins, and carrying a travel-
ing robe, he started alone for his long and severe journey. After
leaving Dubuque, where the railroad ended, the rest of the journey
to St. Paul had to be performed in a sleigh, which was simply a
wagon box, on runmers, with a canvas cover, like a Connestoga
wagon. It required six days’ journey to St. Paul. The winter
(1856-7) . was long famous for its severity. The spow in Iowa was
very deep, so much so that in some places only the tops of the
upright stakes of the * snake fences " could be seen projecting, like

" horns, above the white expanse.

another at the Tremont Hall, Nininger, December 31st, ~-
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PLAYING CARDS FOR THE ROAD.
 The roads were beaten hard by travel, but only to the width of
the runners, and on each side was the deep, soft snow. It was all

very well as long as the stage had the road to itself, but woe to it if
it met another, for one or both had to turn out and ézo over! A

story was told of a traveling peddler, a bright, smart Yankee, well
known on the road, who met another, as bright as himself; each

refused to turn out, and they sat for an hour, with their horses’ noses
touching each other, the thermometer down to about 40 degrees

below zero. At length the Yankee said: )

“ See here, stranger, it won’t pay to sit here all day. What do
you say to come over here and play a game of poker, to settle who
shall turn out?”

“ Agreed,” said the other.

And so they played their game, under many inconveniences;
and the defeated party, with good grace, turned out and went over;
and the victor helped him to straighten up again and reload his
sled, before he drove on. These were what might be called ¢ the
amenities of the road.”

'

BREAKING THE ICE. -

I have heard Mr. Donnelly describe the beginning of his trip.
The sleigh left Dubuque at about six o’clock in the morning. 1t

was still black night. He packed himself into his corner of the -

stage, and could see by the light of the hotel lantern that the sleigh
was full of men and women, principally men. The driver whipped
up his horses, the runners groaned and creaked on the hard snow,
and all was darkness. And so théy rode on in profound silence,
each traveler wrapped to the eyes in his or her furs and robes, and

deep in his or her own cogitations; probably not very agreeable at -

such a time. Gradually the winter day commenced to dawn, and
the travelers began to examine each other furtively and with cold
distrust. And so they rode for hours in glum silence. To a man of
Mr. Donnelly’s cheerful and convivial temper, this was very distress-
ing. He thought, with horror, of the idea of riding in this way for
six or seven mortal days! At last he could stand it no longer, and
addressed the crowd generally : ‘

“ Ladies and gentlemen,” he said, ¢ this will never do." If we
are to ride this way for a week, we will all be lunatics! Can’t some
one tell a story? ” .

There was dead silence. No one even smiled. Not to be de-
feated in this way, he turned to one after another of the men, and
then to the women, and preferred the same request individually.
No. No. They all shook their heads, and relapsed into chilled

silence. Then Mr. Donnelly asked whether any of them could sing

a song. No—no. None of them could sing.
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MR. DONNELLY’S -SINGING.

‘ Then.” said he, ‘ I’ll sing a song myself."

Now, if there is any one thing, among his varied accomplish-
ments, which Mr. Donnelly cannot do, it is to sing a song to any
recognized and established tune. He often says that * any fool can
sing a song to one tune, but it takes a man of genius to sing a song
to half a dozen tunes at the same time; ”” and his wife persists that

- he always sings “ Bonny Doon ” to the air of ¢ The Last Rose of
Summer.” Consequently when, on that cold morning, he broke
‘forth into melody, the passengers forgot the cold and the discom-
forts, and the long trip before them, and everything else, and
laughbed till they were sore.

But he had accomplished his object. In a few minutes some-
body was found who could sing; and then the story-telling began,
and for the rest of the trip they were the jolliest crowd that ever
rode over Minnesota snow-drifts.

THE RETURN HoOME. .

Mr. Donnelly started back on the same route, acd after another
journey, not quite as long as the last, reached Dubuque, and thence
made his way to Philadelphia by rail. But he had satisfied himself
of one thing —the winter cold could be borne, and instead of being
destriictive it was bepeficial to him. He had considerably increased
in weight and strergth, for at the time he_ started on his trip he
weighed but 135 pounds. He came to the conclusion that Minne-
sota’s cold was a bugbear, and he made up his mind to remove to
the new Territory with his family in the spring.

His FINAL REMOVAL TO THE WEST.

He had intended to leave on the 1st of May, but the closing-up
of his business detained him until the 15th. His departure elicited
a number of newspaper compliments. The Daily Pennsylvanian of
April 4th, 1856, the leading Democratic paper of the city, in referring
to Mr. Donnelly’s proposed removal to the West, spoke of him as
“ young, energetic and enterprising,” and as having earned for him-
self “ a high reputation for probity and integrity,” and as ‘‘a promi-
nent uate of the Central High School and honorably dis-

~ tinguished in the Demoeratic party.”

And so, with his little family, consisting of his wife and eldest

. child, then an infant of a few months old, accompanied to the depot

by more than fifty relatives and friends, among whom were Hon.
Benjamin Harris Brewster and other prominent personages, he left
. his native city for the new Territory in the land of promise— the

Great West. )
He remained for some months at the Fuller House in St. Paul,

- bought some property in that city, which he still owns, and which

has recently become quite valuable; laid out forty acres with John
. ’
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Nininger, as “ Ninifger & Donnelly’s Addition to St. Paul,” and then
removed his family to the new city of Nininger, where the construc-
tion of his residence was still progressing.

MINNESOTA IN 1857.

Minnesota in that day was in a strange condition. It did not
produce one-tenth of the food consumed by its inhabitants. Al-
though now one of the most productive portions of the Union, then

R e st

the steamboats came up the Mississippi River, every day,.drawing

great flat-boats loaded to the water with piles of flour in sacks,
together with stacks of porkin barrels. All travel wasby the river,

and the steamers would bear several hundred passengers at a trip.

The usual state-rooms would not accommodate but a small part of

them, and they slept at night on the floor of the cabins, on the tables

and under the tables.

There were scarcely any farms opened; a”garden was almost *

unknown; an onion was as scarce acd almost as valuable as an
apple; nobody produced anything, but everybody speculated.

Every tenth man was a millionaire—in his own conceit; and every -

other man hoped that he soon would be. On almost every window
in St. Paul there were written on slips of paper, with pencil o‘l;tfen,
“ Money to loan; ”” and money could be had in unlimited quantities
at three per cent. per month! Every man trusted his neighbors.
1t would be regarded almost as a piece of disregpect to examine the
title to a property which any man professed to own. Fast horses,
fast women, gay equipages, display, high living, were everywhere.
It was a holiday time, without any of the orderly restraints which
usually characterize society. -

THE CRiSIS or 1857.

¢ Nininger City ”” grew with great rapidity —hotels, mills, stores,
residences sprang up in every direction. Mr. Donnelly $ells, with
great good humor, that he one day walked bhis porch, saying to him-
. self: “ Here I am, but twenty-six years old, and I havc already
made a large fortune. What shall I do to occupy myself during the
rest of my life? '

But an event soon oceurred which relieved him of any of these
perplexities. .

In August, 1857, the Ohio Trust Company failed, and, like a row
of bricks, each knocking down its neighbor, the panic spread north,
south, east and west, until the whole business ot the United, States
lay prostrate. In Minnesota, tite catastrophe was overwhelming,
for the Territory had nothing to build on but hope and confidence,

and the panic leveled both. In a few days the whole nature of man

seemed to have changed ; every one distrusted his fellow; rogues
sprang up in every direction; the creditors turned on the debtors.
Values did not shrink ; they collapsed utterly. Millionaires ‘were
serambling around to find enough to pay their board-bills.
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d that in a fow days they; would have a -
m at Hastings, and he begged him to
elegate, from Nininger Township. This -

'3 .

Mr. Donnelly did.
 HE 13" NOMINATSD FOR STATE SENATOR.

He found a few gent]eth' ?asﬁred from different parts of the
or-nominations ; the struggle was to

el

circumstances, without. any solicitatien on his part, and very much
. Donnelly was nominated
e to two Senators, and

whole vote of the county was 1,690, of s

hy the Republicans had
about 670, and the Democrats about 1,020

as, of course, de-’
NOMINATED AGAIN FOR Snm&_t«'bﬁ;

- In 1858 there was another election, and agsitithe Republicans
placed Mr. Donnelly on their ticket for State Senxator. This time
he decided to make a canvass, for the good of the.c#use, hopeless as
the contest was. Accompanied by Archibald M. 3iHayes, a young
attorney, who had not long before migrated to the mew Territory

-from the State of New Hampshire, and for whom,;y!g,ilzonnelly had

formed a strong attachment (for®'he was the - " T, and a

genial and intelligent gentleman), he started 1e half-

settled country. They would ride sometimes without

- secing a house or a man; and the mon they saw Indians,
moving in squads through the country, with the ith long *

poles fastened like shafts on each side of them, 1 sting on

the ground; and their squaws and children ai d goods

. piled half-wdy up on them. The white peop a1ered in’

clusters at certain points, and here the young lawyers:imade what
were probably the first political speeches ev-= —=~ f=&tis ~ontion

_After a week or two of rough living, the pai
‘ings, and in fording the Vermillion River, i

their buggy and rode the rest of the wa;
drenched.

As showing the esteem in which Mr. ]
own town (Ni 'I;ger) I would point to the v
elections. In 1857, while the Republican
had but 102 votes, Mr. Donnelly had 143; &
four votes, while his associate on the ticket ]

His RED NOSE.

I have heard Mr. Donnelly laugh over
with this campaign. He wore a narrow-bri
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and the sun beat down upon his face, and especially his nose, with
full force. Mrs. Hayes, like a careful lady, was naturally solicitous
about the company her husband kept, and one day, soon after this
campaign, she said: .

* Arcay, I wish you would not associate so nuch with that Mr.
Donnelly.”

“ Why, my dear?” asked Archy.

¢ Because you will fall into bad habits like him.”

¢ What habits?” he asked.

¢ Why, drinking.”

“ Drinking! He don’t drink! He never touches g drop, of any
kind of liquor.” .

‘ You can’t make me believe that. Just look at his nose!”

ENCOURAGING THE VANQUISHED.

This time, in consequence partly of the canvass they had made, -
and 1part:ly of a split in the Démocratic ranks, the Republican vote
was larger and the Democratic vote smaller; so that Mr. Donnelly
was beaten by but six votes.

After the election was over, he issned a brief address to the
voters of the county, dated October 18th, 1858, in which he said:

‘FeLLow CITIZENS: After a close contest. the Republican party of Dakota
County bas again, with one exception, been defeated. .Defeats are dangerous things.
They unnerve and discourage the weaker.party, and encourage and strengthen the
victorious ono. There are always those whose opinions are in.a formative and
fluctuating state, and these naturally fall into the ranks of the dominangpmy. .
: ‘“The Republican party is one of sentiment and principle, not of spoil and
plunder. We have joined it, not for selfish aims of advanccment, but in
pursuance of our convictiouns that it embodies in itself the great moral and political
advancement of the day —that movement which points to complete fulfillment of
the ' which us a distinct nation. If, then, we have &ledtowodmpllnh

litical success, let us not be cast down, but, comforted by the assurance that we
ve done our 'best, gird up our loins once more, and prepare ourselves again to
fight the good fight.” :

RESUMES THE PRACTICE OF THE LaAw.

Soon after this, that is to say,.in November, 1858, M» =
was admitted to the bar of Dakota County, and resur
tice of the law. Shortly after he formed a partnersh
Archibald M. Hayes and Oren T. Hayes, the '
Major of the First Minnesota Regiment; the nams
Hayes, Donnelly & Hayes.

HE STARTS THE DAKOTA COUNTY AGRICU

Mr. Donnelly was the first to organize the
of Dakota County, and -this was either the firs
societies of this kind ever organized in the new
menced his work by issuing a circular, which
* tributed through the county. The Agricultura
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County, thus established, has held annual fairs from that day to this,
and will probably last for hundreds of years to come. It now has
fine buildings at Farmington, and the people of the county take
great interest in it.

THE STATE 1S ADMITTED INTO THE UNION.

Up to the year 1857 the people of Minnesota had remained in
the swaddling-clothes of a Territorial existence. On the 26th of
February of that year, Congress passed an Act ¢ to authorize the
people of the Territory of Minnesota to form a Constitution and
State Government, preparatory to their admission into the Union,”
etc. A constitutional convention was called; .a Constitution was
agreed upon, and the people ratified and adopted it at an election
held October 13th, 1857; and, on the 11th day of May, 1858, Congress
passed the Act of admission, and Minnesota became one of the great
sisterhood of States. At this time the Territory had perhaps some-
thing over 150,000 inhabitants. It has now about one million four
hundred thousand. In 1857.there were 35,340 votes polled ; in 1859,
38,917 ; in 1890, the total vote was 240,892.

LECTURES IN ST. PAUL.

On January 17th, 1859, Mr. Donnelly lectured in 8t. Paul, -
before the Mercantile Library Association, on ‘ Style in Composition
as Indicative of Character.” The lecture was repeated at other
places, and was highly commended. But his literary power was, as
yet, shadowed by the evident development of political power. The
word ¢ strength” is more fitting than power. His political
¢ gtrength ”’ was the promise of great power. The solid character
of his mind; hisloyalty to conviction; his ability upon the platform;
his already apparent love for the common people; a mastery of
humor in public address; the purity of his life, and above all, a
prescience in conversation and public address that impressed his
auditor with far-seeing statecraft, all combined to bring him forward

a fature political power in the West.

*at combinative elements of unjustly accumulated wealth
~ilt up no aristocracy. The term * Plutocracy " had
-ustructed, and, however much individual ‘ dollar
we disliked his anti-monopoly views, they were

ir antipathy into a political force against him.
promising and reasonable entrance of Ignatius
3 and National politics was but the natural
‘ir morning into the noontide. Howevér, the
ntellectual power into the great mgelstrom of
med the scheming political forces of the North-
sun was half-way to the zenith, a combination
spreading their robber-tentacles out over the
omplished ; and the policies of the then formative
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Plutocracy of the Nation began to exhibit some of that tremendous
power to crush which has since extinguished much of the noblest
and best brains of the great Western republican empire. The very
preface to Mr. Donnelly’s life was one of inspiration to the pioneer,
and of misgiving to the public robber, but his tremendous antag-
onism to corruption and public wrongs had not, as yet, been dis- -
til:nctly formulated or noted as an indestructible element of his
character.

NOMINATED FOR LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR.

The canvass Mr. Donnelly had made in Dakota County had
attracted a good deal of attention throughout the new State, and
his letter of encouragement to the defea Republicans had been
extensively copied through the party papers; and when the Repub-
icans held thejr second State Convention on June 20th, 1859, Mr.
Donnelly’s name was urged by Doctor Foster and others (the Doctor
was then publishing the leading Republican paper of St. Paul, the
Daily Minnesotian), for the position of Lieutenant-Governor. The
party were in the minority in the State, and they needed speakers
to advocate their principles, and Mr. Donnelly had already achieved
considerable renown as an orator. There were three ballots: the
first was taken July 20th. Mr. Donnelly had 31 votes out of 125 del-
egates. The convention adjourned until the next day; on the second
ballot Mr. Donnelly had 53 votes; on the third, he had 77 votes and
was nominated. He made a short speech thanking the convention.

He was probably the youngest man ever nominated for so high
an office, being then but twenty-eight years of age. :

THE POLITICAL CAMPAIGN OF 1859.

In 1859 there were no railroads in the State; the peop.e and the
candidates were alike poor. Alexander Ramsey (the first Governor
. of the Territory, appointed in 1849) was the nominee for Governor.
He took his family horses and carriage (an open conveyance), and
invited Mr. Donnelly and Hon. Aaron Goodrich (who had been the
first Chief Justice of the Territory) to seats in it; and the party set
forth to convert the State from Democracy to Republicanism. At
Winona they were joined by Mr. William Windom, who had just
been nominated for Congress, and who was at the time practicing
law in Winona. Mr. Windom has since filled the high posts of
United States Senator, and Secretary of the Treasury, under Pres-
ident Garfield, and again under President Harrison, and died
recently while filling that post. Governor Ramsey has also been
United States Senator, and Secretary of War under President Hayes.
Judge Goodrich, who is also now dead, was, during the war, Secre-
tary of Legation of the U. S. at Brussels, and has written a very
interesting and valuable work, The Life of Columbus. .

o
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THE HON. WiLLiAM WINDOM IN 1859.

Mr. Donnelly in his journal says:

¢ Mr. Windom, having no experience in campai , had an idea that he
could travel from town to town by stage-coaches. This expedient did well enough
“for a day or two; but he then found himself at a small town that had stage connec-
tions with its neighbors but once in one or two weeks. He started out to find a
horse and buggy, but after diligent search the only thing he could discover, in the
way of conveyance that he counld hire, was a great long-eared, vencrable mule; but
he would have to ride him — for carriage or n of any kind was out of the ques-
tion, 8o the candidate for Congress mounted his mule and accompanied the other
candidates in the . It was a painful mode of traveling to one unaccustomed
to it, especially for the first two or three days; and Mr. Windom was & handsome,
" ‘modest, rosy-faced young man, who felt very much abashed. The worst of it was
‘that the mule was of a social temper, and whenever he came near a cluster of
‘houses, be it hamlet, village or town, he would set up the most sonorous and un-
earthly braying; and the astonished inhabitants would rush out in alarm to find the
“future Member of Congress, blushing to his eyelids, bestride his long-eared com-
;'a.niqn,nlggking the very picture of mortification, and wishing the ‘dratted mule’

- was in es. *
“‘The worst of it was that his competitor, the Democratic candidate for Con-
gress, & witty young Irishman, by the name of ‘Jim Cavanaugh,’ got to telling, in
is speeches. that ‘an ass was ri a mule through the country, and that ode of

them was running for Congress.’”

But the party of campaigners won, all thesame. They traveled
by this private conveyance about two thousand miles, and made
-over sixty speeches each. They visited regions that had never
heard a political speech before. They spoke in barns,saw-mills.
school-houses, halls, churches, and in the cgen air. They were for
ten days in & frontier region so primitive -that there was nota pair
_of stairs to be seen.

MR. DONNELLY’S PART IN THE CAMPAIGN.

-+ The State went Republican for the first time, the entire State
ticket being elected: Ramsey, Governor; Donnelly, Lieutenant-
Governor; Windom, Congressman, etc. Mr. Donnelly’s speeches
contributed a great deal to the conversion of the State. The
Minneapolis State Atlas said, after the election:

“Mr. Donnelly’s nomination was thought by some, at the time it was made,.

*to be a weak one, but the service he has rendered the cause, and the fast that he

has run ahead of Governor Ramsey even, in many sections, must, we think, satisfy

every Republican that his selection for that post was a most excellent and fortunate
one.

The Mankato Independent said : - _

“In noticing the nomination of Mr. Donn we spoke of him as ¢ the coming
mmoflﬁnnuom." Some of our friends thoug%l:yi':hisw.p:wo , but since his
spoec‘l!xﬁhm we believe the universal verdiot is in favor of the eas of our
prediction.” . . .

Many, Democrats ooncéde, to this date, that it was Mr. Don-
nelly’s speeches which, more than anything else, turned the scale
and made the State Republican. Of course we have no doubt that.
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" eventually Minnesota would have been Republican anyhow — the
character of its settlers would have produced that result; but there
is no doubt that Mr. Donnelly’s speeches hurried forward that event.

His CAREER AS LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR.

In 18@ the Legislature met, in the beginning of December,
while the newly elected State officers did not take their seats until
the beginning of January, 1860. The Legislature was Republican
by a large majority; in the Senate, however, the Democrats had a
little more than one-third of themembers. Theoutgoing Lieutenant:
Governor, Mr. Holcombe, was a Democrat, and among the Demo
cratic Senators were some of the best parliamentarians and bright-
est men in the State. These gentlemen, getting control, by accident,
of the committee on rules, fixed things so that the minority could
control the majority on all important questions; and then provided
that the rules could not be amended without a two-thirds vote,
which the Republicans did not have; they thus rendered the large
Republican majority perfectly powerless. The Lieutenant-
Governor sustained his party friends. Political feeling ran very
high at the time; the Democrats were incensed at losing the State,
while the Republicans were indignant at the trick which had been
played upon them; and they were especially ‘flerce against Lieu-
tenant-Governor Holcombe.

OBJECTS TO THE PRECEDENT.

In their rage the Republicans appointed a committes to confer
with Governor Donnelly, and they told him that they had pretty
much made up their minds to throw Governor Holcombe out of the
second-story window of the Cagitol, and they wanted to know what
he (Mr. Donnelly) thought of the plan. He replied that, so far as
Governor Holcombe was individually concerned, he would not object
very much, but that he did not want to see such a precedent estab-
lished! 1t would only be a short time until the new State officers
would be sworn in and Governor Holcombe would go out, aud he

" . thought it better to wait patiemtly for that event. They took his

- advice. There was a complete dead-lock until the end of the month.
The Democrats did not see how Mr. Donnelly could get out of tl:e
tangle they had cunnin¥ly involved the Republicans in; but Mr.
Donnelly, with his usual thoroughness, had studied parliamentary
law in all its refinements.

HE SETTLED THE QUESTION.

Friends and enemies were alike curious. to see how this young .. -
and untried man wowld settle the difficulty. As soon as he had *~

taken his seat the question arose, and thereupon Governor Donnelly
pronounced a judgment so clear and lucid, and so thoroughly sus-
tained at every point by authorities, that he broke the dead-lock,
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. and even the Democrats were forced to confess that he was right. .

After about a month’s service, the State News of St. Anthony and
Mlilnneapolig, of January 21st, 1860, expressed the general judgment
when it said: - .

“During the recent canvass, Lieutenant-Governor Donnelly was made the
subject of especial depreciation by his opponents. Taking advantage of the fact
that he was comparatively a new man in the State, the opposition press denied to
him abilit(r, or any other qnalifications for the responsible office to which he was
nominated. Even his supporters felt a hesitation, because he was so much of a
stranger to them. The canvass gave proof of his ability in -popular discussion.
But he has done much more since his accession to the Presidency of the Senate to
prove the progriety of the choice made by the nominating convention. He has won-
upon the good graces of all parties by the impartial courtesy with which he governs
the deliberations of the Senate; and he has mnpk)‘; proved his ability to interpret -
and apﬂly the laws of parliamentary proceedings. e have read ‘the decision’ by
which he set aside the arbitrary action of his predecessor. It is a logical citation of
principles and authorities, perfectly conclusive. So convincing is it that even the
political adherents of the late President are conpstrained to admit that he (Hol-
combe) was mistaken in his course.”

THE ELECTION OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

Abraham Lincoln was Governor Donnelly’s first choice for the
Republican nomination for President ; and when he was nominated
he heartily supported his election, making a vigorous canvass a.n(i
helping very much to again carry the State for the Republican
ticket. Some report of one of his speeches was preserved by the
St. Cloud Journal, and from it I make a few extracts to show his

- sagacity in foreseeing the course of events.. The * Squatter Sov-

ereignty Doctrine "’ of Stephen A. Douglas was, at that time, very
popular in the West, but Mr. Donnelly showed. up its errors in the
following remarks, every word of which the good sense of mankind
will approve to-day : . . .

¢ SQUATTER SOVEREIGNTY.”

¢Springing from this state of things—for platforms.are but revelations of the
conditions of the public mind and heart—is the doctrine of which Mr. Douglas is
the great founder and exponent—the doctrine of ‘Squatter Sovereignty.’

“This doctrine has been for some years exposed to the scrutiny of the most
intelligent people in the world, and has been fairly riddled and perforated with
criticism and ridicule. Its inception, its startiing novelty —

“¢Got when the soul did muddied notious try,
And born » shapeless mass, like anarchy ; .

its incongruities; its deceits; its impossibilities with itself; its shuffling and frand-

.ulent history, have all been, time and again, laid before you, b{mzour public
become

speakers, in your newspapers, in your private conversations, until it

: ‘¢ A thrice-told tale,
Vexing the dull ear of 4 drowsy man.’

1 should weary your patience did I attempt to go over tkre well-worn path.

*‘There 18, however, one aspect of this singular and novel doctrine which has
been but little touched n, but which, nevertheless, appears to me of the first
consequence. I refer to the practical workings of the doctrine of ‘ Squatter Sov-

. ereignty’ as applied to the Territories. 1t is my position here to-night that the
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results of Squatter Sovereignty are anarchy, war, bloodshed in the Territory, and -
mﬂTy civil war in the Nation itself.

*‘To that branch of the subject I shall devote my remarks this evening. . . .

‘“ Mr. Breckenridge says, speaking of the American Congress, ‘ A stranger,
visiting Washington, would suppose the President of the United States to be the
ruler of two distinet and hostile nations.’

N “ tﬁt mﬂﬁmrlk. mom whelmltiol:'i:mnl'l tindder, l:va:liting t:r the spark,
when the work, pi ing Y amid shado an, Ar. -
Douglas comes forward with the mnouncemeynt: 4 gers

¢ ¢True, my friends.’ he says, in effect, ‘ we cannot settle this question here:
our officers cannot keep order: our parliamentary rules amount to nothing ; we will
come to blows and murder each other, which would be ncither respectable nor
pleasant. But there is a great empty region west of us. You Southerners, pick
out your best fighting men, and you Northerners yours; send them forth and let
them fight it out. For my part, I don’t care which wins.’

‘ And so he washes hands of the whole matter, liké Pontius Pilate, when
he h‘e(}&ddotv:i:,%m:r;o ﬂllg, ei:eeumtionen.u ! This i t state: hip! This

s An we ard tol a s great statesmans|
is ¢ Popular Sovereigaty !’ . . . polley P

‘¢ It removes this question,’ says Mr. Douglas, ‘ from the halls of Congress.’

“Is it, then, the great end of statesmanship to remove great questions from
the halls of Congress, to dodge issues, to change the venue of agitation !

“Jt was said in condemnation of William Pitt that he transferred the em-
barrassments of his own age to the shoulders of a succeeding one. What shall be
said of this man, Douglas, who preserves order in Washington by removing the dis-
order to Kansas? Who heals the discase at its natural outlet, that it may break
forth, with ten-fold virulence, in another parti And who is willing to chase the
ulcer from the belly to the members and all around the system }

¢ But whither does he remove it! 70 the battle field !

‘“The words of Alcxander Hamilton become prophetic. There, between con
tending hosts, amid.the mixed population of a new country, stimulated by the fury
of the on-gazing Nation, beneath the liﬁht of blazing dwellings, and accompanied
by the rattle ofrifles and the roar of artillery, the great problem of our age is solved,
and man i proved capable of self-government! . . .

) ‘But, my friends, this is moro than a question of admiration for this or that

man, or even of devotion to this or that principle. Mr. Douglas’ doctrine involves
the perpetuity of our Governinent, the continuanco of peace, and the personal wel-
fare of all of us.

*‘There are portentous consequences flowing from it; a dark terror stands in
the bnckgroungh:hich every man who sympathizes with Mr. Douglas should be

repared to confront. : ]
prepest Who will arrest this Terrvitorial system when once established ?

“¢ Like the young lion that has once lapped blood,
‘The heart cun never be coaxed back to aught else.’

¢ Will Mr. Douglas contract to build o wall around this Territorial conflict{
‘Who shall say to this du.rerute iniquity, when it reaches the Territorial boundaries,
‘Thus far and no farther

“No, m‘{lt’rienda; you will see the inevitable evil rise into the air — gorgon-
like— with- all ‘its horrors spread: looking abroad with blood-red eyes for wider
fields of conquests. Where shall its pestilent feet first strike the earth?

¢ Let Harper's Ferry answer! : :

‘“Let the agitated Nation rise up and recognize in it —in this Squatter Sov-
ereignty — the embodied genius of Civili War. . . . .

“‘There is & mass of tinder in this country which needs only such & fire-brand
as this Squatter Sovereignty has proved itself to be. *Warnings,' says Guizot, ‘ rays
of light, are never withheld from rising revolutions.'”

It is a striking evidence of the foresight of Governor Donnelly
that, thus early, he foresaw the coming of the civil war, for it will
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be remembered that even so lute as the spring of 1861 there were
few who believed that war was possible. In fact, I understand that
as far back as 1856 Mr. Donnelly prophesied that the country was
on the brink of a great war, between the North and South, on the
question of slavery, and he said it would depend on the capacity of
the generals, on either side, whether it would be fought out north
of Mason and Dixon’s line or south of it. And he has since argued
that if Beauregard had marched on Washington, after the dis-
astrous rout of the national troops, at the first battle of Bull’s Ran,
the conflict would have been transferred to the soil of Pennsylvania
and Ohio.
THE CIVIL WAR.

In the spring of 1861 the great civil war began. This is not
the proper place to refer, with any detail, to these great events.

Governor Ramsey, of Minnesota, was in Washington when the
news was first received of the firing on Fort Sumter. The Presi-
dent issued his call for 75,000 volunteers, and Governor Ramsey had
the honor to offer to the President the first thousand men. He
telegraphed to St. Paul, to Lieutenant-Governor Donnelly, who was
acting as Governor during his absence, to publish a call for one
regiment, whereupon Governor Donnelly issued the following procla-
mation:

¢ Whereas, the Government of the United States, in the enforcement of the
laws, has, for several months past, been resisted by armed organizations of citizens
1n several of the Southern States, who, precipitating the country into revolution,
have seized upon and confiscated the proper? of the nation, to the amount of many
millions of dollars; have taken possession of its forts and arsenals; have fired upon
its flag; and, at_last, consummating their treason, hav under circumstances of

culiar indignity and humiliation, assaulted and capturea a Federal fort, occupied -
v Federal troops. Ana, whereas, all these outrages, 1t is evident, are to bo followed

br an attempt to seize upon the National Capitol and the offices and archives of
the Government. And whercas, the President of the United States, recurnng in
this extremity to the only resource left him, the patriotism of a people who,"
through three great wars, and all the changes of eighty-five years, have ever proved
true to the cause of law, order and freo institutions, has issued a requisition to the
Governors of the several States for troops to support the National Government.

“Now, therefore, in pursuance of law, and of the requisition of the President
of the United States, Tdo ereby give notice that volunteers will be roceived at the
city of St. Panl for one regiment of infantry. composed of ten companies, each of
sixty-four privates, one captain, two lieutenants, four sergeants, four corporals and
one bugler. The voluntecr companies already organized, upon eomrl_\'ing with the
foregoing requirements as to numbers and officers, will entitled to be first
received. The term of service will be three months, unless sooner discharged.
Volunteers will report themselves to the Adjutant-General, at the Ca:.itol, St. Paul,
by whom orders will be at once issued. giving all the necessary details as to enroll’
ment and organization.

“Given under my hand and the great seal of the State, at St. Paul. this six-
teenth day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-
one. : )

* IeNATIOS DONNELLY.
* Governor ad interim.

“ By the Governor.
+*J. H. BAKEE, Secretary of State.”
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ORGANIZING THE FIRST REGIMENT.

The men came pouring in with wonderful alacrity; the State
Capitol was a busy place in those days. Governor Donnelly dis-
played great executive ability ; he provided for the shelter and sup-
port of .the men, and organized the regiment, all except the appoint-
ment of the officers. This Governor Ramsey reserved to himself,
having a shrewd eye to the political influence of those appointments
upon his own fortunes.

The difficulty was, that more men were offered than could be
accepted, aud there was a scramble to get into the regiment, which
afterward achieved such great renown on many a bloody‘battle-
field, and of whom but few ever returned to the State.

It was Governor Donnelly's fortune to act as Governor during
the organization of nearly all the regiments sent out by the State
during the war, and he received high praise for the energy and exec-
utive ability 'which he displayed in the work. He was strongly
opposed to any person plundering the Government, and insisted that
all supplies of clothing, or rations, should be contracted for, after full
notice in the newspapers, and should then Le given to the lowest
responsible bidder.

THE UNIFORMS OF THE FIRST REGIMENT.

In a spicy correspondence which, some years afterward, oc-
curred between Governor Donnelly and Hon. Gordon E. Cole, the
Attorney-General of the State, and which created at amuse-
ment at the time, Governor Donnelly thus refers facetiously to the
contract for the equipment of the famous First Minnesota Regiment:

SURRENDERING IN A Bopy.

‘¢ Bluff Aleck’ [Governor Ramsey’s nick-name] wrote me
one day to come at once to the State Capitol, as he was about to go
up the Minnesota Valley to the Indian payment, and would be gone

“for a few days. I felt like that celebrated member of the Irish Par-
liament, Sir Boyle Roche, when he said, ‘ Mr. Speaker! 1 smell a-
rat! I see him floating in the air! But by the blessing of God I
will yet nip him in the bud !’

* T came to St. Paul. Ome ‘shoddy’ contract had already been
consummated upon the First Regiment. The cloth of the pants fur-
nished was of sueh fine quality, it was said, that when the regi-
ment made a charge over a fence, there was such a display of white
gg.gs that the enemy thought the regiment had surrendered in a

y. This naturally led to remonstrances, and some of the sol-
diers were profine, my dear Cole. They thought it more important
to protect their ‘rear’ than to keep.open their lines of communication.

* As soon as I reached St. Paul I discovered that a new con-
tract was about to be made for sume more of those valuable goods,
and that it was to be done under my temporary administration! I



Y otes ema Rimitsas MPAEa s eacar T - prevey: i
S Litad . *, 4 .
.

38 A BIOGRAPHICAL. Y

felt confident, of course, that ¢ Lluff Aleck’ would come out, in case *
any complaint was made, and assume the whole responsibility of the
transaction! So, to save kim, ‘I put my foot down,’ as good Mr.
Lincoln would say, and squelched the whole thing, and compelled
the publication of an advertisement for bidders, and the awarding
of the contract to the lowest bidder.”

The events here referred to, in this jocose way, created a great
deal of interest at the time. There was a determination on the
of certain parties, who were looking for large profits, to use Gov-
ernor Donnelly as ¢ a cat’s-paw, to pull their chestnuts out of the
fire.”” . An immense pressure was brought to bear on the Governor
g interim, but he resisted it well, as the following anecdote will

oOW:
JACKSONIAN FIRMNESS.

The Adjutant-General of the State insisted that the contract
must be made at once without any previous advertising. To this
Governor Donnelly strenuously objected. He refused to sign the
contract. The following spicy dialogue then occurred:

Adjutant- General—* Do you mean to say that you will not sign
this contract ¥ ”’

Governor Donnellfq—“ No; I will sign no contract where there
is not a fair chance for all parties to bid; and then the contract
must go to the lowest responsible bidder.”’

Adjutant-General —** But Governor Ramsey is satisfied with
this contract.”

Governor Donnelly—* Then let Governor Ramsey return home
and sign it.” '

Adjutant- General —** If you will not sign it I will sign it myself,
as Adjutant-General of the State.” : .

Governor Donnelly —* If you attempt anything of the'ﬁnd I
shall remove you from your office so quick that it will make your
head swim.” .

And the Adjutant-General subsided.

It is easy to see that this kind of a man — who could neither be
bullied nor bought nor fooled — was not the kind of person that was
wanted at the head of affairs, in a condition of things when
plunder was the great object of the politicians and public lifc was
full of moral rottenness. Every step Governor_ Donnelly .took:in
defense of fair play and honesty accumulated more and more enemis
against him, until at last they drove him out of public life.

FIGHTING THE BATTLE OF THE DEBTORS.

During Mr. Donnelly’s term as Lieutenant-Governor he showsd
the same disposition to work for the unfortunate that has been appar-
ent in all his later career. There was at that time no limitation
upon the price that could be charged for the use of money, and three,
per cent. per month, and five per cent. per month after maturity, as
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¥ I have shown, were the usual rates. When the crisis came, while all
property was flattened out, these rates continued to run, and they
were bankrupting all the business men of the country. Governor
Donnelly began a series of letters in the Mimnesotian, then the
leading Republican paper, published by his friend Doctor Foster,
which showed up the enormity of the system and led to a decision
by the Supreme Court, which swept away the five per cent. per
month after maturity extortion. As indicating the spirit in which
Governor Donnelly looked upon these matters, I quote the following
fable, from his pen, which appeared, at that time, in the Minnesotian:

THE BEAR AND THE BEES — A FABLE ADAPTED TO THE TIMES.

‘‘Once upon o time o cortain bear made his home in a small piece of woods.
A swarm of bees, entering the same, proceeded to build their hive in a hollow log.
The bear visited them, and, after informing them that he was the owner of the
woods thereabouts, claimed that if they remained they must 1pny him a certdin
amount of honey, in the nature of rent. To this the bees readily consented, pro-
vided, however, that they were not to be called upon for the first installment until
the end of the autum months. .

*When the time ugpointed arrived the bear called for his rent. The bees
informed him that they had had & very stormy, unpropitious summer; that their
hive had been very imperfect. and ogen to the rain und the wind; that many of
them had fallen sick and died, and that, on the whole. the utmost they had been
able to accomplish was to build their wax-cells and support themselves. That con-
sequently they wero unable to pay the rent as agreedp?lpon; but that they found

. the woods around them full of flowers. and, if not driven out, they felt confi-
dent that they could, in the following summer, collect very large quantities of]

- honey, pay the rent, and have n handsome surplus left. :

' *The bear would not listen to this. He insisted that they agreed to pay a
certain amount of honey; that the time had arrived and they must pay it. " And

- forthwith he set to work upon the hollow log; and in a few moments the fragments
of wax-cells were strewn over the.ground; and the poor bees might be seen wing-
ing their way to some more hospitable land.

"~ ¢ Bruin—his teeth clo, with wax—stood for some time looking after
the retreating bees, and then fell into the following solemn meditations :

} . ““*True, 1 have driven them forth; 1bave broken up their hive; I am revenged;
but in what am I the gainer! I have neither honey in the present, nor the hope of
honey in the fature. 1 have destroyed that which in time would have brought me
a sottled income;. and for it [ have what! This torn log. these broken chips, this
defaced mass of wax. Alas! in unhousing them I have injured myself! Logs and
flowers are nothing without bees; and foolish indeed have I been to seek to en-
force the payment of honey by driving out those who made the honey.’

‘“Exit Bruin with a lugubrious countenance.

“MoraL: The honorable creditors of the people of this State can neither re-
obtain their money, nor increase their secnritr, l‘wrv driving out the laborers of the
State. The State is peo%l:r—not land. And land is no more money than flowers
are honey. Time and labor are necessary to produce either.”

It is worth remembering that a fierce fight was made b{
interested parties to maintain the three and five per cent. a mont|
system; and it was urged that to oppose it would drive capital out
“of the State-and bring everything to destruction. This, by the way,
is the same effigy at present erected in every grain-field of the
West — powerless, except to frighten the weak and strengthen the
usurers.
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A FOURTH OF JULY SPEECH IN WAR TIMES.

On the fourth day of July, 1861, Lieutenant-Governor Don-
nelly delivered an address at Northfield, Minnesota. As illustrating
the way in which things were looked at by him, in those momentous
times, now so rapidly receding into the dim past, I quote a few
extracts: . ) ..

“FELLOW CITIZENS: We are assembled, in the midst of revolution, to cele-
brate the greatest of revolutions. For the first time in eighty years the anniver-
sary of our nation dawns in storm and darkness. We can no longer turn back, in
exultation and pride, to contemplate the past; our gaze must be fixed with trem-

ture. . .

“bling solicitude upon the immediate fu

*And can we expect abatement in God’s still greater work—the forward
movement of his ereature, man? Will He fall asleep and wake up with new plans?
Will His schemes end like the Lost River of Utah, in the sand—licked up by the
overcoming heat of the flames of civil war? .

. *No! The chords upon which the tempest now plays such discordant notes
reach back into the bosom of primeval night. ‘You will find the fibrous roots of
this day’s occurrences,’ says Carlyle, ‘among the dust of Cadmas and Trismegistus,
‘with Father Adam himself, and the cinders of Eve’'s first fire.’

‘‘In shis contest Marston Moor is one of our battle-fields; Milton’s Defersio
Populi, one of our state papers; and every great effort of the human understand-
ing, in behalf of human rights, . has contributed to our certain success. God is
with us, and we need but be true to ourselves. . . . v

. “Among nations we stand alone. 1f our experiment of free government sur-
vives this great trial, no monarchy, no matter how popularized and palliated, can
out-last fifty years. )

‘‘Rival governments stand ready to snatch up our broken commerce and re- .
joice over our destruction. Already the sneer is on their lips.

‘They judge us by false parallels. This great people, in. the full enjoyment
of liberty, accustomed to self-government, and with & great measure of education.
can not be compared with either the people of England or France. bursting with vol-
canic force through the forms of centuries,and struggling, blindly and madly, after
a vague and ill-defined idea of liberty. . . . . S

*‘1t will go hard if a people whose invention, ingenuity and adaptability haye
illustrated every art and science, and widened the power and capacity of the human
mind, shall be unable to survive the throes and convulsions of their simple and
well-understood form of government. . . . :

“The chicf merit of our form of government is that, like the tent in the fible
of the Arabian, it can be made to cover a frontier settlement of a dozen families,
orit can be spread, wide as the canopy of the sky, over -all nations and all .

«Let the Republic feel the full weight of the burden that rests upon her.

‘Let her awaken, in the language of Milton, ‘rousing herself like a strong man

after sleep, and shaking her invincible locks.’ It is indeed but.a T courage
wlgﬁh Te; 1;05 to look danger-in the face, or which ignores the difficulty by hiding
it from sight. .

““Once thoroughly understanding it, wo shall have the fortitude to meet and
overcome it. . . .

““The flag which waves over our heads to-day represents not alone a name or
a war-cry, but all that advancing time has given of freedom to our race; all that our
race can hope of freedom from the future.

AGAIN ELECTED Lﬁnmxm—GovnnNon.
In 1861 Governor Donnelly was again nominated, almost with-
on;tj opposition, for Lieutenant-Governor, and elected by anincreased
majority.
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- ’ HE 18 ELECTED TO CONGRESS.

Mr. Donnelly’s career as Lieutenant-Governor had g:en great
satisfaction to those who had elected him, and even the Democratic
members of the Senate were loud in his praise. The St. Anthony
News said : :

‘ As a parliamentarian, wo are safe in asserting that he stands without a rival
in Minnosota. As an accomplished and highly suceessful presiding officer over a
deliberative assembly, we know of no superior in any of our sister States, east or
west. For three important sessions of the Legislature he has Enaided over the
deliberations of our Stato Senate, and through his intimate acquaintance with par-
liamen! usage and law, he has always greatly facilitated the public business.
No appeal was ever taken and sustained from any of Ais numerous decisions. His polit-
ical opponents, on the floor, always conceded to him the first order of talent, and
were ready, at the close of each session, to join in the warmest expressions of
praise and approval.” .

This was in the year 1862 —the. darkest year of the war.
There were but two Congressmen from Minnesota at that time (there
are now seven); and there was a general feeling, throughout the
district, in favor of the nomination of Governor Donnelly for Con-

. It was felt that it was necessary for the district, which
embraced the northern two-thirds of the State, and included the
larger cities, to put forth its best and ablest man. The result was
that when the Republican District Convention met, the sentiment
was 8o much in favor of Governor Donnelly that his only competi-
tor; Hon. James Smith, Jr., of S8t. Paul, withdrew; and he was
nominated by accldmation, amid great enthusiasm. Governor Don-
nelly. acknowledged the honor in an acceptance speech from which we
take an extract or two:

¢ If, to-day, two parties are in the field, it is because of the existence among
the people of two phases of sentiment in relation to this war: —one, a determination to
sustain the government and preserve the unity of the nation at all hasards and at
all cost; the other, a desire to regard any and all side-issues as ount to the
government and the Union. Your organization to-day is rendered imperatively
necossary by the existence of another organization, already in the field, whosean-
nounced platform is simply a bill of grievances, and a catalogue of crimes, charged
against the government in this, the extreme hour of its peril. You can not, as
loyal men, J)ermit the nation to fall under the control of those who would place it,
bound hand and foot, at the mercy of its enemies. . . .

‘It is not necessary for me to- enlarge upon the relations of this struggie to
the whole human family, here and in other lands; to ourselves, and to our poster-
ity, and to all the countless generations of men.  Your own minds have already
grasped this subject. Let us, then, rise to the emergency, as a chosen generation,
upon whose shoulders have fallen the toils and honors of a great era. Let us so
act that after ages will delight to revert to us, as one of the shining examples of
history. Let us make our mark on the face of the world, that the blessings of our
work may live when we have all perished.”

THE DAWNING OPPOSITION.

It is true that even at this time Governor Donnelly’s love for the
Man as against the privileges of Power be, to awaken hostility.
An examination of the newspapers of the ay distinctly foreshadows
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the fear, on the part of the incipient millionaires of the West, that "
this' young giant would yet prove a thorn in their sides. Already
the slowly-forming agencies of political destruction began to shape
themselves, and a newspaper man can readily detect the hand of
the schemer laying out the grave-digger’s task, should Mr. Donnelly
continue in his independent course.

JOSEPH™ A. WHEELOCK.

: The man who was to attemnpt to assume, in later years. the im-
portant task of grave-digger for Governor Donnelly —Joseph A.
Wheelock, now the editor of the chief organ of Plutocracy in Minne-
sota—at that time gave no sign of the prominence to which he has
since attained as the tool of monopoly. He was then in the last
extremity of poverty and sickness, and looked as if he would soon
be himself a proper subject for the %rave-digger. He had com-
menced his career in Minnesota, away back in the fifties, as clerk to
Frank Steele, the sutler at Fort Snelling, and it was his business to
deal out whisky to the buck Indians, and calico to the squaws. He
afterwards took a number of the red men and women and traveled
through the Kast, giving exhibitions in the principal cities. Little
did the mobs who paid their ten cents each to look at the show
think that the cadaverous and badly-diseased youth, who was
showing off the fine points of his red brethren and sisters, would, in
the coming years, grow into a St. Paul aristocrat, But Mr. Wheel-
ock’s financial ability was not equal to the task he had undertaken
and at last, on Boston Common, the show broke up; Wheelock turned
tail on his exhibition and fled in unmanly haste, leaving the painted
warriors and wretched squaws to the tender mercies of the poor-
house; while he ‘himself worked his way back .to Minnesota — God
only kiows how —living during the whole trip, it is said, on a sin-
gle loaf of bread. Governor Donnelly found him in 8t. Paal, in
1860, in a garret of the old Fuller House, in a dirty room, full of
emrpty bottles and inhaling-apparatus, wrestling wi